
Call numbers appear vertically on the
spines of the books, read line by line 
from top to bottom.

Omni, our library catalogue, shows 
them horizontally, read from left to 
right.

Cracking
the 

Secret 
Code 

FIND THAT BOOK
Deciphering the mystery of call numbers

Call numbers reveal book subjects and act as their home addresses, helping us find 
them on the shelf in the library. They come from a classification system, and at the 
University of Waterloo, we use the Library of Congress (LC) classification system that
organizes items by main subject.

 

1st line: read 
alphabetically

Hint: Single letters 
come before double.

2nd line: read numerically 
as a whole number

Hint: If the 
whole number 

is followed by a 
decimal point,

read it digit by 
digit (e.g., 9.4 is 9.40).

3rd line: read letters 
alphabetically & the 
numbers 
digit-by-digit 

Hint: These are 
always decimals 
even if period is not 
present (e.g., S68 reads
as S, six, eight, not as 
S sixty-eight).

S68

 
4th line: read 

the same as 
the 3rd line,

if present 

5th line: Read 
chronologically 

Hint: These 
details 
differentiate 
copies with 
identical 
call numbers.

Reading 
Call 

Numbers

LC call numbers have an alpha-numeric sequence
and expand by adding additional lines.

Tackle it with a line-by-line approach!
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elenit augue duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi.

Call numbers also 
help you browse 
subject areas as books 
on related topics are 
shelved together. For 
example, if you find this 
book on Dramaturgy, you 
can look to the left, right, 
above, and below that 
book on the shelf for 
others on a similar topic.

Example of books on the 
shelf with call numbers 
in order

Lorem ipsum dolor sit am
et, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam

 nonum
my nibh euism

od tincidunt ut laoreet dolore m
agna aliquam

 erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad m
inim veniam

, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea comm
odo consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse m

olestie consequat, vel illum
 dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril d




