
Chicago 17 Author-Date Citation style: References
Journal Article

General information
• Each entry is single spaced, but double spacing is used between individual entries.
• All lines after the first line are indented ½" for each entry (a hanging indent).

Reference list example

 

Author(s) Date Article 
Title

Journal 
Title

Volume / 
Issue/ 
Month

Page(s) DOI

Ostrom, Elinor. 1986. “An Agenda for the Study of Institutions.” Public Choice 

.......   48 no. 1 (January): 3-25. https://doi.org/10.1007/BF00239556.
0.5 in

Reference list text

Author(s): Reverse the first author’s name, starting with their last name, a comma, 
then the rest of their name. If there is a second author, add a comma, the word “and” 
then the second author’s first and last names (not reversed). If there are three or 
more authors, all names are given in the reference list. Only the first-listed author is 
inverted (last name first). End the author information with a period.

Date: Write the publication year of the journal issue, followed by a period.

Article Title: In quotation marks, write the title of the article in title case (i.e. 
capitalizing all major words). Follow the title with a period placed before the closing 
quotation mark.

Journal Title: In italics, write the title of the journal. No punctuation follows.

Volume / Issue / Month (or season): Write the volume number, then “no.” and the 
issue number, then the month or season in brackets, followed by a colon.

Page(s): Write the page range, followed by a period.

DOI: If an electronic copy was consulted, write the Digital Object Identifier (DOI), 
including https://, followed by a period. The DOI is NOT hyperlinked.

In-text citation example 
(Ostrom 1986, 9)

In-text citation text 
Write the author(s)’s last name(s) then the year, followed by a comma, and then the page 
number. Enclose in parentheses.

NB: If the author’s name is included in the sentence, it should not be repeated in the in-text 
citation. Instead, the year of publication and the page number may be placed in parentheses 
at the end of the sentence, before the final punctuation, or immediately following the name 
of the author.




