
APA Style References (7th Edition)
Patents

Inventor(s) Date Patent 
Title

Patent
Number

Patent
Office

URL

Marshall, P. S. (2000). Virtual reality generator for displaying abstract

         information. (U.S. Patent No. 6,073,115). U.S. Patent and 
.5 in

         Trademark Office. https://patft.uspto.gov/netacgi/nph-Parser?  

 patentnumber=6073115  

Formatting: Double-space your reference list and use a 0.5 inch hanging indent for 
each entry.

Inventor(s): Write the inventor’s last name, a comma, and their first initial(s). 
If there is a second inventor, add a comma and an ampersand (&), then their 
last name, comma, first initial(s).

Date: Write the year the patent was issued in parentheses (round brackets), 
followed by a period.

Patent Title: Write the title of the patent in italics, capitalizing the first word 
and writing the following words in lowercase (except for proper nouns). If there 
is a subtitle, separate it from the main title using a colon (:). Capitalize the first 
word after the colon and write the rest of the subtitle in lowercase.

Patent Number: In parentheses, write the patent number, and follow the 
closing bracket with a period.

Patent Office: Write the name of the patent office that issued the patent, 
followed by a period.

URL (optional): If the URL to the patent is available, add it to the end of 
the reference.
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