
APA Style References (7th Edition)
Data Sets

Author(s) Date Data Set 
Title

Version
Number

Description Publisher DOI or
URL

Ekos Research Associates (2009). Water quality on-reserve quantitative 

        research, 2009 [Canada] (WQS-E-2009) [Public use microdata file]. 0.5 in

        Health Canada. http://odesi2.scholarsportal.info/webview/

Formatting: Double-space your reference list and use a 0.5 inch hanging indent for
each entry.

Author(s): Write the author’s last name, a comma, and their first initial(s). If 
there is a second author, add a comma and an ampersand (&), followed by their
last name, comma, and first initial(s). If the author is a government agency, 
organization, or group, write the name of the group followed by a period.

Date: Write the year the dataset was published in parentheses (round brackets),
followed by a period. If you are citing an unpublished dataset, include the year
the data was collected. 

Data Set Title: Write the title of the data set in italics, capitalizing the first word
and writing the following words in lowercase (except for proper nouns). If there
is a subtitle, separate it from the main title using a colon (:). Capitalize the first
word after the colon and write the rest of the subtitle in lowercase. 

Version Number: If the dataset has a version number, include this in 
parentheses after the title.

Description: In square brackets write a short description of the source you’re 
referencing (e.g. [Data set] or [Unpublished raw data]). Follow the closing 
square bracket with a period.

Publisher: Write the name of the company or organization that published the 
data set, or made it publicly available, followed by a period.

DOI or URL: If the data set has a Digital Object Identifier (DOI), include this in 
URL format (e.g. https://doi...). If the data set does not have a DOI, include
the URL instead. If the data set is unfinished or likely to change, include a
retrieval date before the URL (e.g. Retrieved May 1, 2021, from https://...). 

 

 

Note – This formatting applies to stand alone data sets. If you are citing data or 
statistics from a journal article, report, or webpage, cite the larger publication instead.




