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Part 1: Placemarks
1. Locating a Geographical Area
a. Open up Google Earth.
b. In the ‘Search’ text box in the upper left-hand corner,
enter ‘LA, CA, USA’ and click on ‘Search’.
c. Google Earth will fly to the town.
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2. Locating a Business or Point of Interest
a. In the ‘Search’ box, search for ‘Walk of Fame, LA, CA, USA.’

b. Uh-oh! Which of the many locations returned is actually Walk of Fame? Within the
Search box, a number of placemarks are shown. Determine which are named with
Hollywood. (Hint: It’s likely the first result.)

c. Now, we’re going to save the location of the Hollywood Walk of Fame so we can
easily refer back to it. Within the Search box, right-click on the placemark you’ve
selected, and click ‘Save to My Places.’ This placemark will be copied automatically
into the ‘Places’ box, just below the Search box.

d. Clear the results of your search by hitting the X in the lower right-hand corner of
the Search box.
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3. Creating a Folder in ‘My Places’
a. In the ‘Places’ box, right-click on the ‘My Places’ folder and navigate to the ‘Add’
sub-menu. Click on ‘Folder.’
b. A dialogue box will pop up. Enter a title for the folder and a brief description of its
contents, then hit ‘OK.’ You will see your new folder in the ‘Places’ box.
c. Should you need to edit your folder’s title or description, just right-click on the new
folder and click ‘Properties,’ then edit the necessary information in the same way
you entered it.
d. In the ‘Places’ box, drag the placemark for the Hollywood Walk of Fame into your new
folder.
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4. Editing a Placemark:
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a. You can edit a Placemark. Right-click the Hollywood Walk of Fame placemark and
navigate to ‘properties’
b. Click the button with the small icon on it. A graphical listing of each of the available
symbols will open. Select one which suggests ‘Camera,’ then click ‘OK’ to return to the
Properties dialogue box.
C. The placemark can be put in the middle of the road (this is due to the nature of the
geocoding process used by Google Earth). You can move the placemark off the road
and onto the appropriate building. With the Properties dialogue box still open, click
on the placemark, hold down the mouse button, and move the icon slightly to the
more appropriate spot. Release the mouse button, then click ‘OK’ in the Properties
dialogue box to save your changes.
5. Adding a Placemark by entering an Address
a. In the Search box, locate the following address: 9641 Sunset Boulevard, Beverly
Hills, CA, United States.
b. Right- click on the search result and click ‘Save to My Places.’
c. In the Places box, ensure the new address is inside the folder you created earlier. If
it is not, drag it into the folder.
d. Open the Properties dialogue box for this new address, and rename it to ‘Beverly
Hills.’ Change the placemark symbol. Click ‘OK’ to exit the Properties dialogue box.
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6. Adding a Placemark using Latitude and Longitude co-ordinates
a. On the toolbar at the top of your screen, click the button which resembles a
pushpin (the ‘Add Placemark’ button).
b. Enter ‘Starline Tours In Hollywood’ as the Name.
c. Enter the following co-ordinates in the Properties dialogue box:
i. Latitude:
34° 6'6.10"N
ii. Longitude:
118°20'25.60"W
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d. Change the placemark symbol.
e. Click ‘OK.’
f.

If you can’t see the new placemark, double-click on it in the ‘My Places’ box, and
Google Earth will fly to that location. The new placemark should be to the
northeast of the Starline Tours In Hollywood.

g. Ensure the new placemark is inside the folder you created earlier.
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7. Locating Additional Places of Interest
a. Google Earth comes ‘pre-loaded’ with a wide variety of interesting layers. In the
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‘Layers’ box at the left of your screen, turn on the ‘Places’ layer.
b. Explore some of the restaurants and cafes along Hollywood Blvd in Los Angeles.
Roll your mouse over each icon to see its name.
c. Add a restaurant or café into the Walk of Fame folder. For instance, a Starbucks
café. Right click under the icon and click the ‘Save to My Places’. Drag it into the
Walk of Fame folder.

At this point, you should have 4 placemarks on your map. To see them all at once, either zoom
out or double-click the folder you created earlier.

Part 2: Directions and Paths
We’ll now use Google Earth to create a short walking tour between the placemarks we created.
Before beginning, though, it’s worth mentioning that, unlike Google Maps, Google Earth is not
currently capable of generating directions for multiple-destination trips. As such, we have two
options to generate directions for our walking tour: either find directions between pairs of
points five times, or to manually draw a path between destinations. The former is timeconsuming; the latter does not produce turn-by-turn directions or distances, so neither option
is optimal in our case. Regardless, we’ll use a combination of the two options.
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1. Get directions from the Beverly Hills to the Walk of Fame.
a. In the ‘Search’ box, click ‘Get directions’ and you will see two text boxes. enter
9641 Sunset Boulevard, Beverly Hills, CA, United States in the A text box, and
Walk of Fame, LA, CA, US ‘in the B text box. Next click ‘Get Directions’ button in
the bottom. The search for location B will return a few locations and make sure you
select ‘Hollywood Walk of Fame’. b. Driving directions will be generated instantly. Click the walk icon to change to
the walking directions.
c. Examine the resultant route. Notice that turn-by-turn directions are
presented.
d. Save the directions to My Places and place them inside your folder.
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2. On your own: Get walking directions from Walk of Fame to Franklin Manor.
a. Save the directions to My Places, and place them inside your folder.
3. Draw a Path for the Walking Tour.
a. Instead of generating directions for the remainder of our walking tour,
we’ll simply draw a path from the Beverly Hills, to the Walk of Fame, to
the coffee shop, and then back to the Beverly Hills via the coffee shop.
b. Ensure the directions generated above are turned on, so you can see the route.
c. If they’re not showing already, turn on the “Roads” layer in the Layers box.
d. On the toolbar at the top of your screen, click the ‘Add Path’ button – three
circles connected by two lines. A dialogue box will open.
e. Name the new path ‘A Brief Tour around Hollywood.’
f. In the dialogue box, switch to the ‘Style, Color’ tab. Change the Width of the path
to 3.0 and the colour to something highly visible.
g. With the dialogue box still open, click once at the beginning of the route to place
the start point of your path. Continue clicking at each intersection or as
necessary so that your path approximately follows the roads. When you’re back
at the Beverly Hills, simply stop clicking, and hit ‘OK’ in the dialogue box.
h. Ensure your new path is within your folder in My Places (and not within either of
the directions subfolders!)
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i.

Delete both sets of directions.

Your map should now show three placemarks with a path connecting them in a loop.
4. Show a route’s elevation profile
a. Expand one of the walking routes that you just created. Right click
under ‘Route’ and select ‘Show Elevation Profile’.
b. Move your cursor along the profile to see how the elevation value
changes
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Part 3: Playing Google Earth for Fun.
1. Switch to s Google Street View mode
a. Go to the navigation panel to find the Pegman icon
b. Drag it to a place you want to visit, and roads with Street View
imagery will appear with a blue border.
c. Use your mouse to explore the Hollywood Boulevard (Hollywood
walk of fame)
2. Create a Google Street view tour
a. On the toolbar at the top of your screen, click the ‘Record a tour’ button –
a small video camera icon.
b. The record tour controls appear in the bottom left corner, click record button
to start recording. It will record every navigation in Google Earth

c. Use your mouse to move forward, backward or look around in street view.
Click the stop button when finished.
d. Play back and save the tour.
e. Click ‘Exit Street View’ button on the top right corner.
3. Google 3D building view. You are going to turn on the 3D building layer
and use the mouse and the navigation panel on the top right corner to
explore the area on your own.

4. Many interesting other layers in Google earth, for example, Photos, 360
cities, earthquake, YouTube are available. You can turn them on and
explore for fun.
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Part 4: Finishing, Printing, and Sharing your Map
1. Add an External Graphic
a. To finish off our map, we’ll add a graphic. First, adjust the zoom level so that the
entire walking tour, including the labels of each placemark, is in view. You may find
it helpful to hold down the ‘Alt’ key and move the scroll wheel up and down.
b. In the menu at the top of the screen, click ‘Add,’ then ‘Image Overlay.’ A dialogue
box will open.
c. Enter ‘Logo’ as the Name, and enter the following link in the Location box:
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/c/ce/HollywoodSign.jpg/
800px-HollywoodSign.jpg
d. The image should show up momentarily. If it does not, hit ‘Tab’ on your keyboard.
e. The image will be bounded by green lines. Hover your mouse over the cross in the
centre of the image, until the cursor changes to a ‘pointing hand.’ Depress the left
mouse button, and drag the image until it is approximately at the top-centre of the
view. Release the mouse, and press ‘OK’ on the dialogue box. Zoom in and out and
notice that the image remains in its specified location.
f. Also notice that, depending on where you’ve placed it, the image may appear
somewhat distorted: this is because Google Earth drapes this image over the
terrain.
g. Ensure your new image is contained within your folder in the ‘Places’ box.
2. Add a Title
a. Next, we’ll add a title above or below the image we just inserted. The easiest way
to add a title is to create a placemark, then remove the icon.
b. Click the ‘Add Placemark’ button. Drag the new placemark so that it points
approximately to the top- or bottom-centre of the image we just added.
c. Enter a descriptive title for the map – for example, ‘A Short Walking Tour of
Hollywood, Los Angeles, California.’ This title appears off-center: this is OK for now!
d. Click the Icon button, just to the right of the Name field (1). At the bottom of the
new dialogue box, click ‘No Icon.’ (2) Hit ‘OK,’ and then hit ‘OK’ again (3).
e. Your title should now appear at the centre of the map, just above or just below the
image. In order to move this title, you must select a graphical icon, move the
placemark, and then turn the icon off again.
f. Ensure your new title is contained within your folder in the ‘Places’ box.
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3. Saving your map as an Image
a. Once you are happy with the placement of your title and image, click ‘File’ in the
menu at the top of the screen, navigate to ‘Save,’ and click ‘Save Image. . .”
b. Save the image to your desktop or somewhere else it can easily be found.
4. Printing your Map
a. To print your map, you can either open the image you just exported and print it, or
you can print directly from Google Earth. Doing the latter may result in slightly
better print quality.
b. To print from Google Earth, click ‘File’ in the menu at the top of the screen, then
click ‘Print.’ A dialogue box will open.
c. In the dialogue box, click the radio button next to ‘Graphic of 3D View’ and select
the highest resolution available. Note that higher resolutions are available only
with Google Earth Pro/Plus and above.
d. Click ‘Print.’ The Operating System print dialogue will open. Print the map as you
would normally print.
5. Saving your Map as a KML
a. To share your new map with others, you can save it as a KML. This KML will
preserve the placemarks, paths, zoom levels, symbology, and everything else you
have specified, so that when others open the KML, they will see exactly what you
saw.
b. Right-click on the folder you created in the ‘Places’ box. Click ‘Save Place As. . .” A
dialogue box will open. From the drop-down box, choose ‘Kml (*.kml)’ and enter a
descriptive name. Save your new KML to an easily accessible location.
c. Share your new KML with others simply by attaching it to an e-mail.
And that’s it! You have learned how to locate geographical areas and addresses, add and edit
placemarks and paths, get directions, playing in Google Earth for fun and finish and export maps. Be
sure to print off a copy of your map, and take it with you on your short walking tour in Hollywood!
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The Finished Product:

Google Earth

The Basics

